
GRAND STRAND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 

MARCH 2014 MEETING MINUTES 

MONDAY MARCH 3, 2014 

 
 
 
 

MEETING OPENED: 7:00 PM   30 MEMBERS ATTENDING 
 
 
PRESIDENT: Bob Froelich, KK4KSY, welcomed all. He thanked all who had worked the 
marathon and said he thought all went well. He announced two memos: 
 

1.  From W2SWR that SKYWARN would be changing repeaters as of March 31,     
2014. The new repeater would be: 147.090 +  PL tone 123.0  
Secondary repeater: 146.655 +  PL tone: 123.0 

 

2.  Bob, N4XML forwarded a message that was submitted through the website 
to President Bob Froelich for a request from a tavern below garden city to 
assist in putting up a tower. This request was not accepted by the club due to 
significant liability exposure to the club.  
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 

1)  TREASURER: Jim Wood, KF4CJE 

Reported Treasury balance of:  Approx.  $7800.00.   

He also indicated that he has an application for a new member: Ray 
Sangastiano. Vote was taken and Ray was welcomed as a new member 

 

2)  VICE-PRESIDENT: Tom Palmieri, K2PJ 

Announced that Matt, AF4UZ had completed the change-over of the club 
storeroom lock and the requested numbers of keys were given to the Red Cross 
Office Manager. Wendy Spring 

 

3)  PIO: James Grant, KJ4CMN 

Talked about the Ice Storms and the damage to the property that occurred as a 
result of the storms and the fact that FEMA is in town and will be here for a time. 

 



4) NET MANAGER: Bob Hawkins, KI4HEE 

 Net reports were given: 

 January 2014 Net Report: 14 nets 172 check-ins 15 pieces of traffic 

 February 2014 Net Report: 11 nets  112 check-ins  11 pieces of traffic 

5) EDUCATION COMMITTEE: Tom Palmieri, K2PJ & ALLEN KENNY, KK4AK 

Announced they have scheduled a new Technician class on May 4th & 5th at the 
Surfside Beach Fire Station classroom. 

 

President: Bob Froelich, KK4KSY commented the Jim Wood, KF4ECK would be taking 
orders for club caps which will cost $20.00. Callsign & Name 

Ron Walsh, VE3GO (visitor from Canada) provided a presentation on happening in the 
Canadian Ham Community and an update on the Winter across the northern U.S. & 
Canada, particularly the Great Lakes region. He said that Kingston, Ontario harbor has 
30 inches of ice and that the Sty. Lawrence Seaway has estimated that their reopening 
will be at least 1 week later than usual this year.  That is, based upon latest estimates. 

Fred Williston, AF4MB put on an excellent presentation on how to work with wood and 
some of the useful devices that can be made to assist Ham operators with their hobby. 
He showed two different designs of holders for HT’s. He explained the process from 
taking the idea and going thru obtaining and working with different type of woods thru to 
the finished product of which he showed two. He also showed his main tool which was a 
DREMEL Multi-Max. 

Bob Hawkins, KI4HEE handled the raffle which was won by Tom Palmieri, K2PJ. 

Treasurer, Jim Wood, KF4CJE talked about the use of the repeaters (and non-use of); 
how the club has had its ups & downs over the years. The club being described as a 
Social Club with nets, picnics, hamfest's etc. He proposed to have everyone turn on 
their radios during the day. At this point, there was a discussion about what is needed to 
get more folks to get on the repeaters and also to check in more frequently to our nets. 
Jim, KF4CJE & Bob, KI4HEE, talked about the club net on Sunday night, going back to 
145.110 on Sunday night. 

Motion made: Move the Sunday night Net permanently to 145.110 by Jim Grant & 
seconded by Allen Kenny, KK4AK. Vote taken and motion passed 

President, Bob Froelich, KK4KSY has sent an email out to all on this subject. 

Jim Wood, KF4CJE also talked about the Club Breakfast being at Uncle John’s for 
many years. 



There was no further discussion on this or any other subjects and the meeting closed at 
approx. 8:30 pm. 

 

I’m attaching an article on a subject that our club has discussed and is considering. 

1. An article contained in the ARRL letter, dated February 27, 2014  

Project Lifesaver 

Public Service: RDF Bracelet Helps Oregon Hams to Locate Missing Man 

Members of the Lane County (Oregon) Sheriff's Amateur Radio Operators (LCSARO) -- 
an ARRL-Affiliated Club -- used radio direction-finding techniques to locate a 78-year-
old Eugene, Oregon, man suffering from dementia, who had gone missing. The man's 
wife reported February 16 that her husband had wandered away from the couple's 
home, east of the University of Oregon Campus. 

Fortunately, the man was one of six at-risk individuals in the county equipped with a 
Project Lifesaver RDF bracelet. As a result, the specially trained hams in the sheriff's 
department were able to track down and locate the missing person in downtown 
Eugene. He was not injured. The ham radio team minimizes the need for large-scale 
search parties that typically involve many agencies, hundreds of police officers, and 
thousands of dollars in cost. The LCSARO also supports communication in disaster and 
emergency situations. -- Thanks to John Bigley, N7UR, (courtesy of ARRL letter, dated 
Feb. 27, 2014) 

 

Please be sure to read the e-mails sent out by the President and Treasurer after our 

March meeting. 

 

 

 

 



I've received a bunch of questions on the motion & Vote on the Club Nets and on which 
repeaters. 
 
Based on the recorded information of the meeting, here is the info from the recorder. 
 

1.) The motion to make the changes was made by Jim Grant and seconded by Allen 
Kenny. 
 

2.) Motion was a 3 part motion with 1 Vote. 
 
 

3.) The 3 parts of the motion:   
a) Move the club Sunday night net back to 8:00 pm.   
b) Move the club Sunday night net to the 145.110 repeater permanently.   
c) Move the club Thursday night net at 8:00 pm to 146.805 permanently. 
  

Those items were all part of Jim Grant's motion, which was Voted on and passed.  The 
only other item, which was not voted on nor was there a motion made, was the starting 
date of these changes. 
 
Folks, I apologize for any misunderstanding that I created in the minutes.  
There is no question that it was a 3-part motion in Jim Grant's own voice and the 
passage. 
 
SO!!!  The Sunday night club net will be held on the 145.110 repeater at 8:00 PM each 
Sunday evening. 
 
The Thursday night club net will be held each Thursday evening at 8:00 PM on the 
146.805 repeater.   
 
If question, contact one of the officers and depending on your question, it will be 
forwarded to the proper person. 
 
Sorry for the Confusion.     MATT, AF4UZ 
 

 


